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Representing the dimensions of national identity in
the designs of Mega sporting events

Applied qualitative study on the FIFA World Cup
Abstract:
The research aims to identify how the hosting countries for mega
events using the elements of visual identity, ( logos, mascots and
posters), to present their national identities , by applying to the FIFA
World Cup since its launching in 1930 until now, considering that
these huge events are marketing platforms for the hosting countries, as
the research objective is identifying how the symbols, colours, lines,
designs in the visual identity present the hosting countries’ national
identities, like cultural, social, economic , scientific , historical ,
geographic, political, civilizational, and sports dimensions, and the
extent to which these designs are able to convey the cultures.
The research methodology is descriptive research, and the data
collection tool was qualitative analysis guide, where the dimensions of
national identity and visual identity elements were determined in each
of the visual logo, mascot and poster.
The main results indicated that the hosting countries succeed in re-
presenting the various dimensions of the national identity in the visual
identity in the FIFA world cup over the years, where the language
used as well as the colors of the national flag of the state, also the
hosting countries reflected their interest in arts over the different
years, where the 10 posters were designed by artists, while 2 posters
were designed by photographers, in 2002 and 2010 the posters designs
created by graphic designers .
The social dimension, represented in focusing on the lifestyles and
practices of social life in the hosting countries, and the
civilizational dimension represents in most famous food, fashion
and architectural style of the country , and the most famous
civilizations and ancient monuments.
The geographical dimension was reflected in the design, as the
appearance of the continents, as well as the maps of the hosting
countries. In addition that the designs focused on most famous
animals in the organized countries, such as the Russian wolf, the
French cock, the African tiger, and the armadillo. The scientific
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dimension appeared by focusing on the state’s scientific achievements
such as designs by West Germany 1974, Korea and Japan 2002,
Russia 2018, and the sports dimension appeared by focusing on the
most famous goalkeepers in Russia in 2018, and the movement of all
football with the head, which is the most famous movement in Africa
in 2010.
Keywords: National Identity — Visual Identity — FIFA World Cup —
Mascots — Logos - sports Mega events
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