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Semantic and semiotic dimensions of non-profit social
marketing campaigns:An applied study

on “Be Green” advertising campaign

Abstract:

Recently, interest in environmental issues and climate change has
increased significantly in light of the growing occurrence of many
manifestations of environmental change, which has produced several
phenomena that pose a threat to the lives of living organisms on Earth.
In this context, the Egyptian government, represented by the Ministry
of Environment, launched the advertising campaign “Be Green” with
the aim of educating the public about the dangers of harming the
environment and encouraging them to adopt all behaviors that will
support the environment and preserve its resources.

The current study attempts to shed the light on the semantic and visual
dimensions of the “Be Green” advertising campaign with the aim of
identifying the semantic fields of the vocabularies of the advertising
campaign explaining their connotations, as well as identifying the
meanings of verbs in the campaign’s advertising texts and clarifying the
degree of their connection to the objectives of the campaign, as well as
Analyzing the patterns of using images in campaign advertisements as
an icon or symbol and indicator that carries specific meanings.

The study employed “semiology theory,” as it is considered one of the
most appropriate theories used in the linguistic and semiological
analysis of advertising texts. The current study is one of the qualitative
studies that attempts to analyze advertising texts and images using
linguistic analysis. The study sample included (34) advertisements
published All of them are on the official page of the “Be Green”
advertising campaign on the Facebook platform from October 1, 2020
until November 17, 2022.

The results of the study revealed the emergence of three semantic fields
for the vocabularies used in the campaign advertisements, which are the
semantic field related to climate change, the semantic field related to
environmental preservation, and the semantic field related to
environmental pollution. Within each field, many vocabularies
appeared to serve the campaign’s objectives, also the results revealed
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that all campaign advertisements relied on animated images. The
semiological use of the images used in the campaign ad varied between
appearing as an icon that directly expresses and clarifies the content of
the advertising message, and the appearance of many images as a
symbol and indicator that was used to indicate several indirect
meanings, most notably the negative effects resulting from excessive
behaviors harmful to the environment.

Keywords: social marketing, semantic analysis, semiology.
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